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• Ag Panel Convened in December 2008

• ~20 ag representatives

• 4 environmental representatives

• RWQCB staff

• Failed after 11 all-day meetings

• Growers walked away

• Wanted old waiver

• Argued RWQCB did not have      

authority



Will More Time Make a Difference?

• Ag interest group proposal is less than 

original conditional waiver
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Are Water Quality Conditions Improving?

• Is the current conditional waiver protective of 

water quality? 

“The public, including those who are directly impacted by 

farm discharges, and the Water Board, do not have the 

necessary evidence of compliance or improvements. This is 

unacceptable given the magnitude and scale of the 

documented water quality impacts and the number of 

people directly affected.” RWQCB February 1, 2010 Preliminary Draft Report.
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The Action Before You Right Now is to Extend the 

Existing Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge 

Requirements for Discharges from Irrigated Lands

• More time will not make a difference

• Existing order is not protective of water quality

• Existing order is not being enforced



What Monterey Coastkeeper Suggests

• Extend the existing conditional waiver

• 2.5 year extension

• 3 years and one month of work

• Adopt Staff Recommendation

• Let waiver expire; adopt WDRs; require      

individual permits


